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RE: Comment Letter — Once-Through Cooling Policy
Dear Ms. Townsend,

Southern California Edison (SCE) respectfully submits its comments on the “Scoping |
Document: Water Quality Control Policy on the Use of Coastal and Estuarine Waters For
Power Plant Cooling” (Scoping Document) issued by the State Water Resources Control
Board (Board). :

L Environmental Programs at San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station
A SCE’s Restoration Programs at San Onofre

The issue of marine impacts at the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS) was
dealt with fully by the California Coastal Commission (CCC) when it issued SCE a
coastal development permit (CDP) for SONGS 2 and 3 (Permit No. 183-73, dated
2/28/74). The CCC permit required significant study of upgrades of the extensive fish
protection system designed into the plant and full compensation for identified marine
impacts that could not be resolved by in-plant systems. After 15 years of study and
extensive public hearing, the Commission found that there were residual marine impacts.
The CCC specifically rejected requiting the installation of cooling towers as a remedy
and instead chose to impose extensive mitigation conditions to eliminate all remaining
marine impacts from the facility. The mitigation permit conditions include the
restoration of the San Dieguito River mouth and coastal lagoon, the construction of a kelp
reef, and support for a California sea bass hatchery. The conditions include detailed
success criteria and monitoring requirements (including independent comparison to
reference natural wetlands) to assure that the restored wetland performs as expected for
the full operating life of the plant. The conditions require the establishment of a trust
fund to allow for the maintenance of the restored wetland in perpetuity.

The conditions in the CDP require over 160 acres of new or restored wetlands along with
280 additional acres which will be used as open space to become a protected park at the
San Dieguito River Park near Del Mar in northern San Diego County. The San Dieguito
site was chosen by the CCC after extensive investigation of several other potential
restoration sites. This is the largest wetlands restoration project in San Diego County
since 1995. The project will provide highly productive coastal wetland habitat essential
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: for foraging and reproduction of hundreds of species of native fish (including halibut),
blrds and mammals with additional emphasis placed on endangered species found
e area: hab1tat is created by restoring critical tidal flow and allowing
g U vih of plalits ctive to the California coast. The estimated cost of the project is
G %86 million in 2008 dollars.
. A e“i‘esiored wetland is protected from sedimentation due to infrequent flooding of the
_ San Dwgulto River that runs through the project by berms (designed by scientists and -
3‘1’?’{5}'9136’@ graphi engineers from the Scripps Institute of Oceanography). The berms serve
ols keeping the flood flow in the river channel while allowing water to
move back and forth through the restored wetland and transporting sediment to the ocean
for beach sand replenishment.

In addition, the San Dieguito Wetlands project will allow the area to be restored to its
: historical natural condition while allowing the public to view and enjoy the newly created
] preserve. The new park will include a 2%-mile scenic trail system punctuated by viewing |
| platforms and an interpretive visitors’ center. The trails will be connected to San Diego’s :
1 Coast to Crest trail project, which winds from the mountains to the ocean throughout San
Diego County.

SCE is also building a 150-acre kelp reef as a condition the CDP in order to mitigate the
modeled decrease in kelp that CCC concluded results from SONGS operations. The reef
is located off San Clemente Beach and will be built within an 862-acre parcel leased from
the State Lands Commission that extends north three miles to the San Clemente pier. The
project cost is estimated at $16 million, with an additional $5 to $10 million for CCC
construction monitoring and post-construction assessments. The reef will not only satisfy
the CCC-required mitigation of the environmental impacts to the kelp resulting from_
SONGS?’ operation, it will also substantlally enhance coastal natural resources by creating
valuable habitat for fish and other marine organisms.

SCE also funded, in cooperation with the Hubbs-SeaWorld Research Institute, a new
hatchery in Carlsbad, California in 1995. SCE’s contribution was $5 million. The
hatchery has the potential of producing more than 350,000 young white sea bass each
year. The young white sea bass are released into bays and near-shore areas of the Pacific
Ocean in Southern California to replenish depleted stocks.

SCE believes that these mitigation measures, which were ordered by the CCC in
compliance with the California Coastal Act requirements to protect and enhance the
coastal environment, and that are funded by ratepayer dollars, fully mitigate potential

. environmental impacts to the marine environment from SONGS that may not be resolved
by the extensive in-plant protection systems at Units 2 and 3. Additional marine
protection measures are not warranted.




